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We are writing on the matter of the EU vote to express a view that we share 
 
Freedom of expression, a vital human right, is the bedrock of our search for knowledge, and as a human right, 
something that has been assured through the development of strong European human rights institutions. The 
journey from the crisis at the end of the Second World War to the situation that we have, where individuals have 
rights assured through a cooperative Europe has led to us securing unparalleled protection of individual liberties 
and freedoms. 
  
We have seen terrible things done by extreme governments in the last century, the consequence of rising racism 
and nationalism. We now again live in a time where racism1 and nationalism2 are on the rise and becoming more 
mainstream3. In France the far right National Front won 6.8 million votes in regional elections in 2015, its largest 
ever score4. The Austrian presidential election narrowly missed electing the far right candidate5. In Austria the 
nationalist freedom party achieved 35.1% of the vote share at the last elections.  
 
There is a crisis on our southern European borders where the wars of ISIS and corrupt governments are causing 
enormous instability. In 2014 3.9 million refuges had left Syria6. We face a grave global challenge with the impact 
of environmental change7 which will require concerted efforts if we are to avoid a disaster for our children and 
grandchildren. 
 
We believe the presence of Britain in the EU is a positive counter-balance to other forces. This provides us with 
relative stability and peace8 that in turn has let us travel freely, learning across boundaries about each other. We 
may not trust many politicians but we think the lessons of our recent history are more compelling and more 
convincing. Our security and prosperity is made possible by collaboration and cooperation together.  
  
We believe benefits of the EU for students, academics and universities are clear and unambiguous9. The very 
idea of a university is something that transcends national location and reaches beyond borders. We benefit hugely 
from the opportunity of having EU students from overseas come to our courses and from our own students going 
overseas to other parts of the EU for their studies. The VCs of the University of Kent and Canterbury Christ Church 
University wrote a joint statement in the local press attesting to the dangers leaving the EU would bring to UK 
Higher Education10. 
 
In the EU referendum we will be voting “in”, for peace and cooperation in Europe and confidence in facing 
the global challenges of our times, and we urge you to vote “in” as well. 
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This message is not an official university statement. You are encouraged to consider all messages during this 
campaign critically. You are encouraged to use your democratic entitlement at the EU referendum. A detailed 
report on many of the EU issues is available here. http://lawyers-inforbritain.uk/ 
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